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Summer sess

A school especially planned
(o Chicano children will cpen in
Santa Fe this summer with arts
and crafts, academic and
SUMMEr camp programs.

Escuela y Coleglo Tonantzin
will be based in the Our Lady of
Victory Convent of San Isidro
parish in Agua Fria.

.“The archbishep (James
Davis of the Santa Fe ar-
chdiocese) donated the bailding
and the land for the school,”

Tenantzin’ spokesman Juan

Valdez said. “We hope (o start .

maoving in in May.

““The Archbishop said thal the
Church would make this
commitment to help the
people,””  Valdez  sald.

“Donating the building is a step

- towards making the church
mare a part of the community,”
Valdez said that the sisters
now living in the convent would
.be’ relocated to St. John the

Baptist Catholle Church.

He explainead thal the school
will be based on tamily involve-
ment and that parents ‘will be

required to contribute their .

time if they want thelr children
to attend, .
“Tonantzin will be an alter-
native school,” Valdez said,
“We wilk use Chicano methods
and stress our own language,

_values and cullure rather than

the iraditional - education

philosphy.*
Teachers will be recrulled

from (he community and In .

conjunction with the College of
Santa Fe, Highlands University
and the University of New
Mexico. Parents will also' used
to teach, The school will be
accredited through Goddard
College and affilialed Escucla
Tateloco in Penver.

“\We hope lo have a good-

relation with the community,”
Valdez sald, “We do foresee
cettain difficullies in gaining
acceptance for a Chicana

school, Unless we act - im-

" mediately however, we believe
the Chicano culture will be’

lost.”

“Lots of young Chicanos are
trying to learn Spanish and find
out about the. Chicano move-

ment,” he sald. “They realize
they have Jost their language

and their culture and they want
to do something about jt."
Valdez said that the schoal
will produce plays and ballets to
draw community interest.
In addition to the summer
peogram * Tonantzin will also

Ll - ‘ 1,

ion to open Chicano school

hold ctasses fn the fall. Course
will be taiight in Spanish an
English, wlth. emphasis o
Spanish, The school will offer
peogram for grades 1412 an

- imdergraduate college subject:

“We hope to be able to brin
back drop-outs and kids ‘wh
aren't. succeeding in- th
traditional schaol,”” Yalde
safd.” )

Registration for Tonanti
will be held in May. For hthe
information contact El Comit
Central de los Barrios, 31
Attee, phone %82-2970.
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